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Needs Assessment

Our Mission is to support families of individuals with autism and to raise awareness about all aspects of living with, educating and caring for a person on the autism spectrum. Like our national organization, the Autism Society of America, the Autism Society of Acadiana is about "improving the lives of all affected by autism”.
Please assist us in better serving the needs of our members by providing us with the following information.  

Please print the filled out questionnaire and mail to:

Autism Society of Acadiana
P.O. Box 91553
Lafayette, LA 70509-1553
Or, fill out the questionnaire, save it on your computer with a unique name, then, attach it to an email addressed to Dr. Annie Spell, Clinical Psychologist, at anniewspell@gmail.com 
PLEASE print and write legibly. 

1. Self, Parent, or guardian, (Circle which) other (specify):______________________________

Name(s):___________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________

Your Age: _____________

2. Please check all of the following that apply: 

(
I am the parent or guardian of a child/adolescent/adult (please circle) who has been diagnosed as having Autistic Disorder.

(
I am the parent or guardian of a child/adolescent/adult (please circle) who has been diagnosed as having Asperger’s Disorder.

(
I am the parent or guardian of a child/adolescent/adult (please circle) who has been diagnosed as having Pervasive Developmental Disorder, Not Otherwise Specified.

(
I am a person who has been diagnosed with an Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).

(
My child has also been diagnosed with the following co-occuring disorder:__________________.

(
I am a member of ASAC.

(
I have attended an ASAC support group meeting.

(
I am a professional who works with children with developmental disabilities such as Autism and Asperger’s Disorder.

Below, please respond to these items as either yourself if you have been diagnosed with ASD, as a parent /guardian if your child has been diagnosed with ASD, or as a professional who works with persons with ASD or other developmental disabilities. 

3. What concerns you most regarding yourself/your child with disability(ies) and/or the children 
you work with (as a professional) ?  (check top three concerns)


( Friendship
( Education 

(  Health 

(  Housing


( Safety

( Money

(  Medical Needs
(  Spirituality 


( Recreation
( Exercise

(  Employment
(  Independent Living 

4. Would you say that you/your child has friends?   ( yes     (  no     (  very few    (  N/A 

5. Do you/your child see your/his/her friends outside of school/work?  ( yes    (  no   (  N/A 

6. Do you wish there were more social activities available for you/your child/person you work with (as a professional)?      ( yes   (  no (  N/A 

7. Do you/your child work?
( yes     (  no     (  N/A 

8. Have you/your child ever lost your/his/her job?
( yes     (  no     (  N/A 

9. During times of crisis, do you feel that there are sufficient resources for you/your child/persons you work with (as a professional)?       ( yes     (  no     (  N/A

Please indicate your top 5 priorities in each of the following age groups:  

(Please rank #1 {highest priority}, #2, #3, #4, and #5 {lowest priority}.)


Adulthood:
___
Employment:  all aspects – job search & placement, accommodations, coaching, follow-up and support.

___
Socialization and leisure opportunities throughout the community

___
Residential options and independent living supports.

___
Training for “front line” workers and “first responders” regarding sensitivity and appropriate interaction with individuals who have an Autism Spectrum Disorder

___
Case management:  a person or agency to coordinate and facilitate access to all available services

___
Life planning, financial planning, and crisis planning

___
Greater collaboration and communication among agencies, organizations and schools

___
Higher education and continuing education supports

___
Reliable autism spectrum information and referral sources

___
Vocational skills, social skills and life skills training

___
Counseling:  professional help with vocational, personal issues, & coping skills development

___
Medical/Therapeutic Assistance:  medical and dental services, occupational or physical therapy.

___
Transportation:  available and accessible public or private transportation options.

___
Adjunct and/or Biomedical Treatments information and referral.

___
Other:_________________________________________________________________

___
Other:_________________________________________________________________

Ages 14-22 years including transition from school services to adult services:
___
Socialization and leisure opportunities throughout the community

___
Behavior management

___
Interventions:  Best practices”, coordination, evaluation, and expanded availability

___
Training for “front line” workers and “first responders” regarding sensitivity and appropriate interaction with individuals who have an Autism Spectrum Disorder

___
Support and advocacy for IEP process

___
Expansion of Waiver programs and services

___
Transition from school services to adult services – understanding the current process and efforts to improve it.

___
Case management:  a person or agency to coordinate and facilitate access to all available services

___
Higher education and continuing education planning and supports

___
Reliable autism spectrum information and referral sources

___
Vocational skills, social skills and life skills training

___
Improved respite availability

___
Peer and sibling training and support

___
Counseling:  professional help with vocational, personal issues, & coping skills development

___
Medical/Therapeutic Assistance:  medical and dental services, occupational or physical therapy.

___
Employment:  all aspects – job search & placement, accommodations, coaching, follow-up and support.

___
Adjunct and/or Biomedical Treatments information and referral.

___
Other:_________________________________________________________________

___
Other:_________________________________________________________________

Ages 3-14 including transition from Early Intervention to Early Childhood and School

Services:
___
Socialization and leisure opportunities throughout the community

___
Behavior management

___
Interventions:  Best practices”, coordination, evaluation, and expanded availability

___
Training for “front line” workers and “first responders” regarding sensitivity and appropriate interaction with individuals who have an Autism Spectrum Disorder

___
Support and advocacy for IEP process

___
Expansion of Waiver programs and services

___
Transition from Early Intervention services to Early Childhood & school services – understanding the current process.

___
Improving insurance, state and federal funding for services.

___
Case management:  a person or agency to coordinate and facilitate access to all available services

___
Reliable autism spectrum information and referral sources

___
Social skills and life skills training

___
Improved respite availability

___
Peer and sibling training and support

___
Counseling:  professional help with vocational, personal issues, & coping skills development

___
Medical/Therapeutic Assistance:  medical and dental services, occupational or physical therapy.

___
Adjunct and/or Biomedical Treatments information and referral.

___
Other:_________________________________________________________________

___
Other:_________________________________________________________________

Ages 0-3 Early Intervention:
___
Behavior management assistance:  toilet training, school preparation, behavioral

outbursts, sleep & feeding issues, etc.

___
Interventions:  Best practices”, coordination, evaluation, and expanded availability

___
Training for “front line” workers and “first responders” regarding sensitivity and appropriate interaction with individuals who have an Autism Spectrum Disorder

___
Support and advocacy for IFSP process

___
Expansion of Waiver programs and services

___
Education of the Early Intervention and Early Childhood programs and services

___
Improving insurance, state and federal funding for services.

___
Case management:  a person or agency to coordinate and facilitate access to all available services

___
Reliable autism spectrum information and referral sources including service providers who will work with children with autism spectrum disorders.

___
One-to-one parent mentoring

___
Improved childcare options and education.

___
Social skills and life skills training

___
Improved respite availability

___
Peer and sibling training and support

___
Counseling:  professional help with vocational, personal issues, & coping skills development

___
Medical/Therapeutic Assistance:  medical and dental services, occupational or physical therapy.

___
Adjunct and/or Biomedical Treatments information and referral.

___
Other:________________________________________________________________
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