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2010 Walk for Hope and Family Fun Day a HUGE Success!

Our 4th Annual Walk for Hope was a huge success!! Crowds were estimated at nearly 2,500
(including volunteers). The weather cooperated and the day was fantastic! For photos of the
Event, please see page 7, or visit our ASAC Fan Page on Facebook under Autism Society of
Acadiana. We had more participants who organized into teams than ever before and more
schools participated in the Walk itself. In addition, other schools held small fundraisers to Spotlight on Achievement 2
raise money for ASAC. Even in these tough economic times, corporate sponsors and community
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had a special Guardian Angel watching over the event.

. . . . . ASA National Conference 2
supporters came through to help with offsetting expenses, planning details, volunteering, and
food preparation the day of the event. Asperger Syndrome 3
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This yeards Wal k was dedicated to the memory of Christopher Tate

ber of 2009. Chris was the son of Ronal d and CaArsAblsdpﬁbnG-FoﬁpEe- gWe de

The date for next yeards Wal k has already beenAutismBocietpof AcAMimmac h 26,
ing our Walk Planning Committees this fall. If you would like to get involved with the 5th An- 3108 West Pinhook Rd.
nual Walk for Hope, please contact the ASAC office. We are always on the lookout for new Lafayette, LA 70508
volunteers who would like to help with this team effort!! 337- 235- 4425, phone
ASAC General Membership Meeting and Family Fun Day 337-235- 4427, fax

We enjoyed meeting the families who attended the event on June 5 at Acadian Village. The kids acad'ana—au_tlsm@y_ahoo'com
were very well - behaved and the fun jumps and slide were a big hit. Mitch the Magician and Balloon www.acadianaautism.org
Artist entertained the children and adults. The fairy glitter tattoo artist made the kids very
happy!! The food from NuNuds was delicious! Our Al s
one loved the snowballs and ice cream from Old Tyme Grocery I A huge thank you to Old Tyme for
this generous donation!
Thank you to all the vendors and exhibitors who braved the threat of rain to support this event!
Vendors and exhibitors were: D.R.E.A.M.S. Foundation of Acadiana; NAMI (National Association of
Mental lliness) of Acadiana; Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities (OCDD); Autism
Learning Center; Pediatric Therapy and Learning Center; Gulf Coast Teaching and Family Services;
Discovery Toys; Rainbow Aquatics; Sistah Bags; Connecting for Communication; Neurofeedback Clinic; . .
R A S, Fleur-de-lis magnets are available

for purchase for $5 each at the
Next year our Annual Membership Meeting will be bigger and better! Hope to see you all there! Autism Society of Acadiana

office.
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St . Thomas More Gives Donation to Autism Society of Aéadi a
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+ On May 19, representatives of Autism Society of Acadiana received a check from St. Thomas More in the amount

% of $15,660. These monies will be used to establish our lending library. ASAC is very grateful to the 2009 - 2010

% Junior Class of St. Thomas More who worked so hard to put on a fantastic event for the community on April 17th

i at Parc International. Also, the Junior Class graciously volunteered their time at the 4th Annual Autism Walk for

¥ Hope and Family Fun Day. Autism Society of Acadiana looks forward to a lasting and solid relationship with the stu-

i dents and staff of St. Thomas More.
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I.T Spotlight on Achievements
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Chance is a 10th grade student at North Way to go, Chance! His parents are so proud of you!

Vermilion High School. In whatever he proud of his many accomplishments!

does, Chance strives for nothing less Libby McMahon is now working 2 jobs:
than excellence. He recently received a Catherine made ALL Aon8 attheairmor and thecofher is it
plaque for maintaining a 4.0 GPA - card as final grades for the 2009 -2010  The Hut Resale Store. Libby can now
Principal's List this year. Chance is one school year! Your mom and dad are so afford to pay her own car insurance and
of twelve in the school of 7th  -12th grad- PROUD of you! gas; she is very happy to be on the road
ers and 1 of 2 in his grade to receive this again!

honor. He also was presented a certifi- Cameron Buras passed prekindergarten Note: If youdd like t

0 sub

cate of perfect attendance! with flying colors and is ready to go to the o0Spotlightoé column, pl

Kindergarten in the Fall. Your family is Vickie Nettles via email at
vpar3auadv@yahoo.com.

On March 25, 2010, students at Cecil Picard Elementary in Vermilion Parish paid $1 to have a Jean Day. Proceeds in the
amount of $253 were donated to the Autism Society of Acadiana. ASAC thanks the students for their generous donation!

Autism Society of America 41st National Conference, July 7 - 10, 2010

The Autism Society recognizes that families and individuals living with 301.657.0881 x9010; Fax Line: 301.657.0869; Business Hours: 8:00 am
an autism spectrum disorder have a range of issues and needs. The to 4:00 pm CST.

National Conference of the Autism Society is the only conference

that addresses this range of issues, including early intervention, edu-
cation, employment, behavior, communication, social skills, biomedical
interventions and others, across the entire lifespan. Bringing together
the expertise and experiences of family members, professionals and Special Conference Rates (book your room at these rates by June 15,
individuals on the spectrum, attendees are able to learn how to more 2010): $129 - Single occupancy; $149 - Double occupancy; $169 o Tri-
effectively advocate and obtain supports for the individual with ASD. ple occupancy or $189 & Quad occupancy.

The ultimate goal is to empower family members, individuals on the
spectrum and professionals to make informed decisions.

Conference Hotel: Hyatt Regency Dallas, 300 Reunion Boulevard, Dal-
las, Texas, USA 75207. Phone: 214 -651-1234; Fax: 214 -742-8126.
http://dallasregency.hyatt.com

To book a room at the conference hotel, please visit:
https://resweb.passkey.com/go/autism2010, or call 214  -651-1234 and
Contact Information: Autism Society National Office, 4340 East - ask for the Autism Society room block.

West Hwy, Suite 350, Bethesda, MD 20814. Main phone:
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ASAC Announces a New Partnership with Sistah Bags!

Sistah Bags, a family and community -oriented business, is now a supporter and partner with Autism Society of Acadiana to help ra ise money

for our organization. For every Autism Puzzle Piece Bag purchased through our website or organization, a portion of the proc eeds will go to

ASAC. Various sizes are available and the bags can be customized to express YOUR style! Please see the website or our Autis m Society of
Acadiana Facebook fan page for a photo of the large size bag. For more info on Sistah Bags, visit www.sistahbags.etsy.com.

Looking for a Barber for Your Child with an ASD? Cli

HAIRCUTS

Sports Clips is pleased to offer haircut appointments for individuals with autism on Wednesdays between 9 AM and &pvts @ps is lo-
cated at 120 Curran Lane which is next to the Ambassador Caffery SupeMaid) behind Golden Corral, near Buffett City. SpeI€Clips re-
quests that you please call prior to your visit so they may prepare for your arriRlease call 33B81-6844 to make your appintment.

Autism Society of Acadiana received an invitation to attend ULGOGS
0Community Compassion Awardo6 as an organization "who demonstratese
chosen for this honor by the UL Beacon Club and the UL Office of Disability Services. ASAC is very grateful and humbly appre ciative

of the honor and recognition.

Beaco
an ex

On April 22, ASAC patrticipated in recognizing Disability Awareness Week at UL with the Beacon Club and Office of Disability S ervices.
ASAC Office Assistant, Vickie Nettles, gave a presentation, 0 Sremeki
and Autism Spectrum Disorders?6 ASAC members also sat on a pahepahel of
talked about their experiences and took quite a few questions from the audience. Members of ASAC who participated on the pane I: Elizabeth
Blum, UL student; Michelle Mayer, Board of Directors, Treasurer, and parent of a child on the autism spectrum; Gary & Mary Fo ster Galasso,
parents; and Terry Galasso, UL student. Another participant on the panel was: Amy Schexnayder, UL grad student and parent.

Approximately 120 people were in attendance. A great awareness event for autism and ASAC!
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Asperger Syndrome Play Date

My name is Kim LeBlanc and recently our
son, Sebastian, was diagnosed with As-
perger Syndrome.

We always knew that he was a little dif-
ferent. At age 2 he was speaking in full
sentences, he was always anxious when
he had to separate from us. We were
told that the entrance test for kinder-
garten would take about 45 minutes, he
tested in 10 minutes (diagnosed at 7 with
dyslexia). When he started school, we
could see him in the school yard playing
and running but his

I think our feelings were best summed
up by my husbandét hi
coming to terms and acceptance: 0 As

a ast

dad, | know my son. He is impossible.
He's loud, but hates loud noises. He is
obnoxious, but is confused when | fuss.
He obsesses, but also does not care. He
is a slob, but needs things a certain way.
Claims he does not understand basic
skills of everyday life "picking out
clothes" and such. He is angry, frus-
trated, nervous, happy and sad ... all at
the same time. The things he does and
says | do not understand. | have sat up
many nights wondering what have | done
évrgnlg?[ Th\?v%ngwgrﬁ.?v?rything. He was
recently diagnosed
form of autism. I'm putting this out
therd\sa you Will take notee/ causd just
week this was

w Bspetigergygdpomeplgyslategyglasitg.com

s o fightghis battle alogied § s

lem. Pay attention to the signs. Now we
need to teach him to use it as an advan-
tage. Hurts. 6

We have started a play group for chil-
dren with Aspergerds
kids to socialize in a safe, supervised
environment and, at the same time, allow
parents to lend support to each other.

We want to hear your stories and we
want you to share your experiences!
Please visit us on Facebook -Asperger
Syndrome Play Date or visit our website:

for information, play date locations, or
to share your story! We should not have
prob-

Dr Jim Ball Presented to Lafayette Parish School System Employees June 2

-4,2010
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Lafayette Parish School System (LPSS) created a professional development 3~ -day seminar with Dr. Jim Ball as one of the keynote p  resenters.
Dr. Ball also presented information on Applied Behavior Analess®&itso (&
dees, parents and area therapists, on June 3 at the South Regional Library. His presentation was very entertaining and infor mative.
We are hoping to schedule another presentation with Dr. Ball in the Fall. More information to come in the next newsletter!
Dennis Debbaudt Presented Workshops to Area Law Enforcement and School Resource Officers on Autism and Safety Issues!
On June 2, Dennis Debbaudt presented 2 training workshops to a total of 24 law enforcement officers, school resource officers and central

office employees, courtesy of the Lafayette Parish School System. The audience was very attentive and the sessions were inte
ments received were very favorable. For more info on Dennis Debbaudt, visit www.autismriskmanagement.com.

ractive. Com-

Wrighstlaw Conference

Wrightslaw Special Education Law and Advocacy Conference, a Wrightslaw training program featuring Pete Wright, is being
sponsored by Families Helping Families of SELA, Families Helping Families of Jefferson and the Louisiana Parent Training and
Information Center. The program will be held at: LSU Health Sciences Center Medical Education Building, 1901 Perdido

Street, New Orleans, LA 70112

The program will be a one -day special education law and advocacy programs which will focus on four areas: 1) special education
law, rights and responsibilities; 2) tests and measurements to measure progress & regression; 3) SMART IEPs; and, an

New Orleans

introduction to tactics & strategies for effective advocacy.

Wrightslaw programs are designed to meet the needs of parents, educators, health care providers, advocates and attorneys
who represent children with disabilities regarding special education. The program is not disability specific. Registration is

for Louisiana parents and professionals working directly with the school system. There is a $75 fee for out of state regis-

trants and professionals not directly affiliated with the school system. Lunch will be provided. Registrants will also recei

three books Wrightslaw: Special Education Law, 2nd Edition, Wrightslaw: From Emotions to Advocacy, 2nd Edition and Wright-
slaw: All About IEPs. Credits: CEUs (continuing education units) will be available at the conference for an additional $9 fe

CLE (continuing legal education) credits have been approved and will be available at the conference for an additional $25 fee
Questions? Contact Donnica Conway - Strawder or Carol Calix by telephone 504

-943-0343 or 877 -243-7352, by fax 504 -940-

July 29, 2010
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I f you have an i Phone

great way to help an emerging communicator share their primary wants and needs! Check out the website at

New App for iPhone and iTouch
the app

or i Touch,

the app store and type: iinteract.

Oiinteract: |

f é&ned only).IThissspae
http://iinteract.biz/ or log on to

a k O
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Upcoming Conferences, Workshops, Events & Items of Interest

Date: Saturday, June 26, 2010
Time: 2:30pm - 3:00pm

Location: Clayfish Bisque, 5520 Johnston Street Lafayette, La 991

Don't wear your Saturday best because the kids will paint tiles. The cost will be about $8.10 per child. Group leaders will
places in advance after this playdate. Everyone can be better prepared with a regular schedule in place. Looking forward to

there!

For more information, contact Kim LeBlanc via email at

Asperger Syndrome Playdate

-0120

be designating
seeing everyone

kminimax@gmail.com.

DREAMS Foundation of Acadiana Summer Bowling

- _Saturdays, Beginning June 19, 2010 Through August 14, 2010

Bowling will be held at Acadiana Lanes, 3227 Ambassador Caffery Pkwy, Lafayette, LA 70506 (337) 981

Registration per participant is $40 which includes all fees from Acadiana Lanes, one T

-4034.

-shirt and a party at the end of the sea-

son. Financial assistance available if needed. Please make checks payable to DREAMS Foundation of Acadiana. DREAMS Was
begun by Donielle and Brian Watkins who were discouraged at the lack of recreational opportunities for children with special
needs. For more info on The DREAMS Foundation, please visit, www.dreamsfoundationaca.org.

Kids Bowl Free Summer Program

"Kids Bowl Free" is a summer bowling program that is sponsored by select bowling centers across the country. Kids receive
2 free games of bowling everyday during the summer. There is no cost to participate. Parents may purchase a Family Pass
from $24.95 (one -time payment) that covers up to 4 adult family members and provides 2 games of bowling everyday
throughout the summer. Contact Acadiana Lanes, 981 -4034, and Lafayette Lanes, 234 -8384, for more information. You
can also visit www.KidsBowlIFree.com.

Rainbow Aquatics

Rainbow Aquatics is now accepting new ap-
plications for their swimming program for
individuals with disabilities. Rainbow
Aquatics is under the supervision of Teri
Perkins. Participants are accepted on a
first come, first served basis. The fee for
one-on-one instruction is $75.00 for 3
weeks. Sessions are offered twice per
week.

To obtain a registration form or for more
information, please call Teri at 654 -0080,
or visit the website,
www.rainbowaquaticsla.com

This summer, feel free to drop in to visit
our new office!

We are working on our Resource Library

and are planning Saturday Coffee Cafés

for all of you who cannot come by during
the week.

We are looking forward to meeting you!

Certified Safety Training, LLC Announces Swimming Programs
for Individuals with Disabilities:

Learn to Swim for People with Disabilities

This course is designed to teach people with disabilities to swim and be
in, on, and around water. Course level will be varied to meet individual I¢
ing needs in order to make swimming fun and safe.

Water Aerobics for People with Disabilities

This course will focus on health and fitness activities in the water for peo
with disabilities. Exercises will focus on cardiovascular fitness, muscular
strength and flexibility, and weight management. This form of aerobic ex
cise is designed for adults regardless of fithess level or swimming ability.

Water Aerobics for Children with Disabilities

This course will focus on health and fitness activities in the water for chilg
with disabilities. Exercises will focus on cardiovascular fithess, muscular
strength and flexibility, and weight management. This form of aerobic ex
cise is designed for children regardless of fitness level or swimming abilit

For more information, contact Marcus Harrison (337)-8182 or through
email at certified_safety@cox.net.
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Special Olympics Young Athletes
Program
This is a program for athletes who do not yet
qualify for competition in Special Olympics.
Skills stressed are those needed to begin competition in
Special Olympics when the participants reach age 8.

When: July 17, August 14, September 18, October 16, No-
vember 13 and December 11

A

f§ ﬁ ﬁa

Special Olympics

Where : St. Edmond Church - Family Center, 4131 West Con-
gress St., Lafayette

Time: 9:00 a.m. 611:00 a.m.

Who Qualifies : Ages 2to 7 - The purpose of this session is
to work on motor skills, build social relationships, and pro-
vide a fun experience.

Hosted By : St. Edmond Knights of Columbus, Council
#10293 & St. Edmond Catholic Church

Contact: Call Charmaine Welbourn at 981 -5456 or
cwelborn@lusfiber.net

Registration : Please call or e -mail Charmaine to register or
for more information.

**Parents are required to be present with their child
during the sessions.

Lafayette for Autism Tennis Challenge
September 10 -12

City Club Courts at River Ranch, Thomas Park and UL Varsity
Tennis Courts

Tournament Includes:

Adult Beverages (Beer served) All Weekend
Saturday morning Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Party
Sunday Morning Breakfast

3 Match Guarantee

Awards and Prizes

Entry Fee: $100 per Doubles Team or $50 per individual player.
Entry form is available on the Autism Society of Acadiana's
website, www.acadianaautism.org , under News and Events tab or
via fax or email, just contact the office and let us know how we
can get an entry form to you.

Entry Levels: Mens 2.5, 3.0, 3.5, 4.0, Open.
Womens: 2.5, 3.0, 3.5, 4.0, Open.
Mixed Doubles: 5.5, 6.5 7.5

Levels are determined by your USTA rating. When signing up,
you may play up but not down a level. If you are a beginning
player with no USTA rating, the suggested entry is 2.5. You may

National Alliance of Mental lliness (NAMI) Journey of
Hope Event

Date: Saturday June 26, 2010

Time: 7:00 pm - 10:00 pm

Location: Lyceum Ballroom in downtown Baton Rouge
Phone: (225) 291-6262

Notes: Coach Pokey Chatman to Serve as Guest Speaker
at NAMI Loui sianads Journey
best known in Baton Rouge for taking the LSU Lady Tigers
to four consecutive NCAA Final Fours. For more info,

visit: namilajj@bellsouth.net.

In addition to the motivational speech by Chatman, the 2
Timind Trio wildl provide |
event. Other activities of the evening will include a silent
auction, wine pull, and champagne pour along with catering
provided by Daltondés Downt oWw
event will go to support NAM

Tickets to the Journey of Hope event are $100 per per-
son and include a chance at various door prizes. You may
purchase tickets on -line at www.namilouisiana.org or by
calling (225) 291 -6262. A limited number are available so
buy your tickets today!

enter only one event.

Entry fee should be made payable to the Autism Society of Aca-
diana (ASAC) and mailed to Autism Society of Acadiana, P. O.
Box 91553, Lafayette, LA 70509.

Please put Tennis Challenge in the memo line of your check. For
more information please call the Autism Society office at 337 -
235-4425 or Event coordinator, Chad Hebert, at 337  -316-0513.
b f  Ho p EORPYRARE SPONSORSHIPEWNEEDEDS
Please contact Chad Hebert for more information.

Happy 4th of July!!

he

i i IEIg I:L’;Jootgamg §ct § 30(10 ) s 1-

Loui si
Presented by: Cindy Arceneaux, Program Dlrector of LA Parent

Training and Information Center

Location: Autism Society of Acadiana, 3108 West Pinhook Road,
Lafayette, LA

CALL 1-800-766-7736 to REGISTER!

Summer 2010
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Autism Learning Center Opening Satellite Office in Lafayette
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Autism Learning Center (ALC) opened in 2006 in Monroe, Louisiana (then called The Einstein Academy). The owner, Donna Strong, a mother of a
child with autism, was very frustrated that the therapy her son, Coby, needed was not available in her area. After learning about ABA (applied be-
havioral analysis), she decided ABA therapy was the avenue of choice for her son's development and wanted to see him receive these services.
She also saw the need for other families to have access to this therapy as well. As her child has grown, his potential was expanded through ABA
therapy, the Center has also grown, developed, and soon will expand to our area! There are currently two locations, the main office in Monroe
and one in Bossier. Two new upcoming locations, will be in Winnsboro and another in Lafayette.

ALC's Lafayette location is projected to open in July or August of 2010 and is currently in the early stages of development. ALC is very excited about

opening the Lafayette location, being able to offer ABA therapy to families in Acadiana. Autism Learning Center accepts insurance and is in network

with several major insurance companies. (Each person's plan may vary in coverage. ALC will do insurance verification prior to beginning services.)
ALC is also a provider for the LaCHIP Affordable Plan (offered through La Office of Group Benefits.

Y dr dr v A v e i e A i e e e e A o i e A A i e A A e A A e A A e A A A e A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A Ak A i

An Interview with OCDD Assistant Secretary, Kathy Kliebert: An Overview of Changes in OCDD System

(Reprinted with permission from
the editors of the TriAngle)

Unfortunately, a lot of inaccurate
information is circulating around
the state regarding several pro-
posed changes to the state's
system responsible for serving
people with developmental dis-
abilities that are included in the
Executive Budget, now House Bill
1. This misinformation makes
change even more difficult for

the individuals and families who
are going through a period of
transition. To ensure that accu-
rate information is available to all
those interested in these
changes, the TriAngle interviewed
the Office for Citizens with De-
velopmental Disabilities (OCDD)
Assistant Secretary Kathy Klie-
bert.

The changes include the closure
of Northeast Supports and Ser-
vices Center in Ruston and the
transition of individuals with low
support needs in the remaining
centers to community based ser-
vices - proposals community advo-
cates have long advocated to im-
plement. OCDD reports that all
individuals moving to the commu-
nity will go through an individual
assessment and planning process
where appropriate choices will be
discussed.

The complete interview with Ms.
Kliebert is included here:

Q) How would you characterize
the proposed changes in OCDD's
budget?

A) The budget meets the needs

of individuals with developmental
disabilities in a manner that is
cost effective and efficient by
accessing less costly privately
operated community services as
an alternative to institutional
services. Louisiana ranks eighth
best in the nation in overall fiscal
effort related to spending for
individuals with developmental
disabilities, however, the state is
not spending these dollars in the
most efficient, nor the least re-
strictive manner. Louisiana ranks
first in fiscal effort directed
towards institutions - spending 38
percent of its expenditures on
institutionalization of people with
developmental disabilities com-
pared to the national average of
19 percent. Louisiana has more
individuals in ICFs/DD per capita
than any other state, almost four
times the national average. Fur-
thermore, Louisiana ranks third
highest in the usage of large
ICFs/DD although compelling
literature shows that outcomes
are better in smaller facilities,
and even better in the community.
The budget re -directs state gov-
ernment resources to building
community capacity in a manner
consistent with consumer choice,
evidence based practices and
national trends.

Q) Why was Northeast Supports
and Services Center in Ruston
selected for consolidation with
Northwest Supports and Services
Center?

A) When we looked at our cen-
ters, Northeast had
abuse/neglect issues and clinical
staff shortages that we haven't

been able to successfully resolve.
There were also ongoing manage-
ment issues that could be ad-
dressed through the consolidation
with Northwest.

Q) Where will the Northeast
residents be moved and what level
of supports will be provided for
them?

A) We will individually assess each
person to determine if their level
of need requires the supports
provided by a supports and ser-
vices center. Those that do will
transition to Northwest or Pine-
crest, depending on which center
can best meet their needs. We
will also take into consideration
where their families reside. Those
individuals who pose a risk to
themselves or others will receive
the necessary supervision in the
supports and services center. The
remaining residents will receive
the supports they need to live
successfully in the community.

Q) Individuals with the two low-
est levels of support needs in all
the supports and services centers
will transition to community based
services. Please explain the proc-
ess OCDD is using to assist indi-
viduals and their families in
choosing the community services
that best meet their needs.

A) As a starting point, residents
will be assessed using the Support
Intensity Scale (SIS) to identify
those individuals who don't need
the level of supports provided in a
supports and services center. We
will involve the individual and their
family in exploring available op-
tions - waiver services and private

community homes.

Q) Will your office follow resi-
dents once they move into the
community to ensure they receive
quality services?

A) Yes. Once the individual moves
our staff makes quarterly visits
and provides transition support
and technical assistance to the
private provider for one year.

This transition support team is in
place to not only ensure the
health and safety of the individ-
ual but also their quality of life.

All of these processes were used
successfully in the downsiz-
ing/closure of Metropolitan De-
velopmental Center in the Greater
New Orleans area.

Q) Moving individuals out of the
state's institutional settings into
the community is not new to Lou-
isiana - your office has been
downsizing its centers for many
years and has already successfully
closed two centers. Based on your
past experience, do you have any
doubt that the individuals who will
move can be better served in the
community?

A) Absolutely not. We have
tracked individuals after they
have left our institutions and in
most cases they have increased
their satisfaction. Community -
based settings not only allow resi-
dents more options for individual-
ized care, but also allow them to
interact more frequently with
family and friends and others in
the community.

(continued on page 7)

Page 6

S 200 0 5 20 0 50 0 M 5 50 M 5 50 0 M X0 0 0




(continued from page 6)

Q) OCDD is currently implement-
ing the Resource Allocation Model
in the New Opportunities Waiver
which allocates services according
to an individual's assessed level of
need. In many cases, waiver re-
cipients' service hours are being
reduced to accurately reflect

their level of need. Is the transi-
tion of the center residents to

the community an indication of
the department's policy to imple-
ment resource allocation fairly
across all settings?

A) Yes, we will be using the same
instrument and the same process
in our supports and services cen-
ters to determine the level of
need of the residents and working
with them and their families to
transition them to a less costly
and more appropriate community

based setting.

Q) Acadiana Supports and Ser-
vices Center in lota will be privat-
ized, not closed. Please explain
the process that will be used to
ensure the residents will receive
the same level of care they are
currently receiving.

A) Our office will utilize a Re-
quest for Proposals process to
obtain a private provider that will
meet the department's require-
ments for quality, health and
safety. We will work with the
parents' association to ensure
that the provider will meet their
expectations to assure their fam-
ily member continues to receive
high quality supports. As part of
the contract process we will in-
clude monitoring of individual
outcomes and selected quality
indicators.

Q) In response to budget cuts in
January 2010, OCDD privatized
all of the state's community
homes for people with develop-
mental disabilities. Is that work-
ing out as well as you had antici-
pated?

A) Yes, it's working well. We are
on target to transition the major-
ity of people by April 30th.

Q) How many of those people
have chosen waiver services and
how many ICF/DD beds have been
abolished?

A) Twenty -five people to date
have chosen waiver services and
92 ICF/DD beds will be abolished.

Q) Is there anything else you
would like to add?

A) This budget will assist in the
sustainability of services for peo-
ple with developmental disabilities
and includes opportunities that
will increase the quality of life for
those citizens.

If you are unable to locate ser-
vices that you need, please call
the Office for Citizens with De-
velopmental Disabilities Central
Office at 225 -342-0095 or email
us at ocddinfo@Ila.gov.

Sincerely,

Kathy H. Kliebert,
Assistant Secretary for the
Office for Citizens with

Developmental Disabilities

Volunteers, participants, and supporters of the 2010 Walk for Hope and Family Fun Day!

Summer 2010
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